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ABSTRACT 



In 



, 1982, letters were sent to the social 
in all SO- states requesting a list of high 



studies coordinators 

school geography texts approved Cor use in those states and 
information on the selection process used. The response rate was 
100%. Information acquired fro© the 20 states that have statewide 
adoption policies constitute the basis of this paper. The 'most 
striking study result was the spatial pattern of states that have 
state adoption policies. They are almost all in the South or Mountain 
West. With the exception of Indiana, no state in the, Midwest, plains, 
or Northeast has a statewide adoption policy. Reaaoaiujor^fcaving 
statewide adoption slight include lack of confidence in local 
leadership or social andpolitical conservatism, St was also found 
that large textbook adopting stages, especially Texas, have little 
influence on, the current adoption policies of geography texts in 
other states. The textbooks chosen by the adoption states 
consistently followed what can be considered the traditional world 
regional geography format. These texts are listed, along with the ™ 
name of the publishing company, their /publication date, and the 
number and the names of the states which have adapted ttfem. (RM) 
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GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS! WHAT GETS CHOSEN WHERE 

w , Ed i^i n . T . Weiss, Jr, and Rebecca Sturm 

* 1 

Northern_KlQty£ti2_yQtMlCilt^ 
* 

One aspect of geographic education at the secondary level that has 

received relatively little attention relates to the geography tent book, 

that ii, what textbooks are used and what spatial pattern of textbook 

adoption es-jrsts. Information on tent book use is sketchy on a nationwide 

b^sis; it Is readily available, however, on books selected for use in 

states' that adopt textbooki on a state-wide basis. Data acquired from 

the 2G "state adoption" jurisdictions* constitute the basis of this 

■ 

paper . 

In order to collect data that was as accurate as possible, we sent 
letters in July, 1982 to the social studies coordinators (or persons 
with that responsibility) tor all fi+ty stales requesting ^ i i *t of all 
high school geography tents approved for use in those states as well ii 
information on the selection process used* Ultimately, all 'fifty states 
responded in some fashion. Contact with various professional 
educational organizations provided little relevant information* and 
communications with textbook publishers were particularly unproducti vi, 
Encept as noted below, data base and literature seaHehes produced 
\relatively little and/ as a consequence* ' direct information from the 
states constitutes the chi^f basis of this report* See Figures 1 and 2* 

In order to understand the issues of state-wide adoption am tt 
relate to geography tents* a brief overview of the history of t«Mtbaok.,| 



■i 



adaption in the United states might be appropriate. The history of the 

American textbook is in interesting unci elusive one. Tentbooks were 

wi iy.i^:i y : u^d far reference or reviews now they are often thf? sole 

source of information for a subject area, Having their beginnings in 

the early Webster spellers and McGuffey riaders, textbooks began to 

come into their awn with the spread of compulsory mass public education 

at the end of the last century and the stv* if this one. By the early 

part of the 20th century, there were mor^ - itdren in school (and hence 

v 

a market) and the tradional American one room school was being replaced 
by *larger buildings consisting of isolated classrooms. To meet the new 
need for subject content related to a specific grade . individual 
textbooks began tck be produced* 

During this evolution, the textbook also ceased to be authored in 
the traditional sensep , that is, to be associated with a single 
authority in the field* More typically, they were team authored f 
edited, or M deviioped n - the tiHtbook publisher controlling the market 
instead of an author searching for a publisher for his book. Publishers 
began to consult state curriculum mandates to ^mty? what should be 
publ i shed m 

4 

Many well -known textbook publishers of the past have been acquired 

* 

by .large conglomerates such as IBM, XeroK and RCA S whose textbook sales 
figures are almost impossible to obtain* Thus, the American textbook 
market appears increasingly to be A lucrative, secretive one ? often 
more related to marketing issues than to educat i onal ones? and highly^ 
structured and controlled, One mechanism related to that control im the 
state adoption of A i@ie textbooks, a practice currently followed by 20 
states. 

Within these states, adoption procedures regarding geography tente* 



vary widely- Out a 
was unavailable, 
regard to frequt 
years* 6 every 5 
do not indicate 
committees have 
education field 
sur * rvi spry comn 



i stateSij in-formatipn from two states 
jwing is based on the remaining IS, In 
1 1 of geography texts, 1 select eve / i 
4 years? 1 every 2 years (TeHas) V and 4 
most jurisdictions the textbook selection 
dpn of peopl e from various 'level s of the- 
as lay peppier Utah and Mississippi Have 



for each curriculum area- By contrast* 
Kentucky and New Mexico do not provide the social studies specialists 
voting power in geography textbook adoption, rfbst state© indicate that 
texte are sent to the selection committee and sin ^states indicate that 
ic hearings ©n-'-^hese t^:ts ars part of the islection process'. N 
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state listed specific guidelines for geography tent selection. Gut 
the 18 states, the connection between ppht rs and this edueationa 
process appears obvious because the governor or governor-appyi nted 
official selects the committee, 

* 

This, then, itb the general background of tentbok adoption in the 
United States - today, Among the questions relating to geography that we 
should like to raise arel What pattern •Kists for jurisdiction* that 
havtt state-wide adoption policies? What influence, if any, do larger 
states, such .** Texas, have on the adaption policies of other states? 
What hooks are in fact selected, and where are they selected? 

# 

The first, and perhaps most striking result to come from 
this study was the spatial pattern of states that, have state-wide 
adoption policies, As can be seen from Figure 3, almost all such 
states are in the South or Mountain West? with the exception of 
Indiana", no state in the Midwest, Plains, or Northeast has a state-wide' 
adoption policy. The reasons for this pattern are^not immediately^ 



~ clear; Clyde Ti dwell , writing in tKe 1920 ? s, speeul it©% that sout^f^' 
.states might not have had confidence in local leadership* There is also 
^viddfiut- tu ^yy^sL ih«it parents lobbied, far statf-wido adoption 
ici'es to avoid the expense of *hew textbooks after each family move, 



although this motivation would * not seem to have ton unique to the 
South or Mountain West* One could also speculate that these two regions 
tended tci be socially and politically more conservat i ve than .the rest 
of the country and felt a greater need to regulate the textbooks that 
were being used in the school b in their jurisdictioms. Indiana, 
^generally considered atrtong the most conservative of Midwestern states" 
would 'fit into this patterns only Oregon and Hawaii* appear to depart^ 
from the general carreUticn between state^wide adoption policies and 
areas that are considered to be politically and soci al 1 y, conservat i ve. 

A common assertion regarding textbooks is that the Urge ttntbook 
adopting states — - especially Tex as — exercise a , disproportionate 
effect on the textbook selection in other jurisdictiohSp or at the very 
least, c«nuse publishers to slant their offerings so as to capture thfe 
lucrative Tanas market, In prder^to test the assertion thai. Texas does 
in fact have* coinsi derabl e influence outside its borderfp 1 Texas's list 
of geography textbooks was compared with lists in the other adopting 
states e TwQ of the five books on Texas* list did not appear on the limtm 
of any o4 the other states* Moreover* the textbooks chosen in /Teamm \ 
w^re clearly the oldest of any jurisdiction examined! all were 
published between 1969 and 1972, Texas thus appears reluctant to adopt ' 
newer books that might be attacked on political or social grounds, % 
reluctance in large part attributable to the activity of "Mel and Norma 
Gaoler and their organization* Educational Research Analysts. The J 
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conclusion is, therefdre, that Texas has relatively little influence oh- 



f 0 1 

the current adoption policies of fltaSCftBh^ tents in other states* • 

A more rigorous approach to the question of *fexas* influinct iwii 
attempted thr ough In* a ulu&Ur analysis program .which - produtffed 

a series* of 20 groupings or clusters. Bee Figure 4. This clustering 
routine should i dent i 4 y * whi ch * states had Similar adaption IMts-for 
' geography ' testis. Thus, the. first cluster would identify those two 
stat&s whose* textbook l\ists most resembled each other's, _ Eaph 
additional clustering* would ' group each stajte with other states with , 
which ' it had* the greatest si(ni4arity, By the fiftaerith cluster. all but 
f fpur states- Texas, Oregon, Louisiana, arad Hawaii- had been grouped 
with other mtates- In other words, these -four stages had textbook.. ;■ 
adoption patterns that differed most markedly from' the other state-wide, 
adoption jurisdictions* 

■That cluster routine >«1bo revealed several .other interesting 
relationships. For example, by tha -tenth- cl uster --three major state 

■ ■- * e % '* 

groupings ifad " : emerged: a "Deep South" cluster of Alabama., Georgia,- 
Mississippi, and Arkansas! : a h Border South/Mountain West cluster of 

Florida* Oklahoma^ New tlenico, and Nevada! and a Middle South area, that 

■ ■ * * " "* * "* ■' 

also included two non-southern states (North ^rolina, South Carolina* 

• • * ' .v< 

Tennessee, Virginia, Indiana, and \ Idaho) . Although ihere is some ; 

suaaestion . of a neighborhood effect at work here, the states ngi f J 

clustered are probably mokt significant. Thus, at this stage, of thjt | 

* ; J v Ji 

program, Kentucky, Utah, Louisiana, Hawaii, Oregon, and Texas remained ^ 

apart from any other group, ^Although we* were; uniware of the reasoning | 
behirtd the* textbook* selection process in these states, they all,, with ' ^ 
the possible exception* o-f Kentucky, J, have distinctive socifl or ■ f | 
political characteristics that 'set tt>em apart -from thm other textbook 4 
6' adoption *tat«». ■ :M^- *W*mjJ.M*. '** A^«f S»f>j>\* • •» t *S , *4^^:J*^S 



camal. connection between the apparent social and political ; 
charaeteristiCB of. • itaf it and' their textbook selection polieie&l 
never thai ess*, one might &p»£.ui*ta that tfta states less likely to -follow 
an educational trend in any field would be those states that were' 
distinctive in their basic spciital quaatiii, , 

Although no attempt was made to . analyse in ^depth each, of the 
thirty— five - book© individual ly f certain general i aations can 
nevertheless be ma^e regarding the content of tents chosen by the 
state-adoption jurisdictions. s The teKtbooks consi stent! y-\ followed what \ 

can be considered the traditional world regional geography format: a few 

A * 

introductory chapters oriented chiefly toward physical geography and ; . 
maps followed tty a region by region description of the warier, h^etiverr^ 
the leading tents all had ttie same general appearance: all Were roughly * 
the same size* and all were profusely Illustrated with maps, diagrams 7 
and photographs, Encouragingly, many attempted to rfiov© beyond simple 
description towards some applanation of current 'cultural, economic, and J 
political patterns. It is noteworthy, however, that thtf High School / 
Geography Project's §BBflrao.hy,„i n„an JJrbao_aa^ selected by only 



Utah.- „ ' . ■ * *| 



I Qonclygion The policy of statewide adoption of ^tentbooks « 

produces a clear regional pattern that at this point is onJ.y partially 

understood. As noted.. aboVe, one might' speculate* that certain 1 
'■• * ' • ' : . ' • \ ;:-M 

jurisdictions wished to maintain, contrbl t mi the state level of b©okS:J| 



that \ would 



be used v at the local level — especially in an era* of rigid : -M 

% ■ m 

school segregation when most of the state adoption laws were- passed* | 
# One ik also struck by* the frequency of selection of relatively 

books out of a large number ipf possible tents — clearly, states tend to 
O . . • reietivel Y.;*js$f.». tradi t i one! books -with tredional [ ap^oachesvThi 



shortage of educators trained in geography (#y well be a factor! here 
Finally s the large states? especial ly\ Tex as f do not appear to hav« 
impact on textbook ©©lection thai has been claimed- at least ir 
a*B geography tentbooks are concerned- 



LITERATURE CITED 



Division o-f Free Textbook Services. "History of Kentucky's TeKtpbok 
Program.'" Kentucky Department of Edu^ation^ n*d, 



/ 




_/ "Lists of QeQgraphy Tents from 1914-1985^ Kentucky 

i i 

Department of Education* " np*tt* 



Ti dwell, Clyde Jesse.- Stiti^Cgntroi _Hi^Iia.ibakSj,«wi,th_SBieial 
BlfacgQce^to^Floridai New York: AMS Press P 1972. 



FtmmE i - / • . . .- • , • 

GEO£Fjf\PHY TEXTBOOKS SELECTED FOR USE IN STATES WITH STATE ADOPT! 



*T T T T.P 

World Geography ,!£©day 
land and Peoples h World Geography 
Our World and Its People 
World Geography * f . 

World Gaography 
Geography and World Affairs 
^he Hew Exploring a hanging World 
yraphy 



\ 



oplo and Qultures 



Worjid Geography 
Global . Geography . . 

Global Insights 

* * • .. - 

People *in a Changing World 

.Geography 

People ajid Culturas 
•The Wide World . 
World Geography 
&f ro-Asiaij World 
teaming About F< 
Our Changing World 
This is Our World 
World* Cultures 
World lip ighbors 

••Area Studies f V " " , 
*Decidin*7 How. to Live On Spaceship *larth 

iliyh School Geography Pro j eat . 
> Human Expression - , _ 

Men and Action in W^rld Cultures 

Man and Hie World * ^ 

People on Earth 

People, Places and dhangps 

Principles of Geography 

Rise of the City . , 

/ ■ 
Thm Wits torn Hemisphere 

.Ttorld Geography 



^Dominant year Is 



PUBLISHER 




DATE* 




GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS SELECTED FOR USE IN STATES WITH STATE ADOPTION POLICIES - 1982 . • 
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World Geography today 
land and Peoples A Worle 



Our Wor^d and Its People 
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Seograpny 

She New B^loring a Gnangtog WorXS 
World Geography 
florid Geograpny - ' " 



Global Geography 



Global Insights 



People in a Changing World 



Geo; 

People and Cultttres 



the Wide World* 



: world Geograph y ^ 
iTO^Asian World 



sarning About People and Cultures 
. /Our Changing World 



Oils is Our World 



y Kojs^d Cultures 



4 World Neighbors 



••Area Studies 

Deciding How to Xive On spaceship Eartli 



High School Geography Project ^ 



Hun&n agression 



tdea and Action to 



Han and His World 

t geople^ n Earth ' 

* people, ^Lace^ and Qiangep 
^irineipiis of Geography 
* RtstT of the" 3ty" 
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